respected. An implicit requirement of 
this right is an equal degree of power in 
sexual partners, and where such 
power-equality does not exist, con- 
sensual sex is impossible. Accordingly, 
the author rules out, as always wrong, 
sexual contact between child and 
adult, patient and doctor, student and 
teacher, parishioner and pastor, client 
and counsellor, not because sex as 
such is wrong in such relationships but 
because the disparity of power inthem 
makes free consent a virtual impossi- 
bility. 


The pastoral half of the book deals 
with what ministers need to know and 
how they can help both victims and 
perpetrators of sexual violence. The 
author stresses the importance of 
competence and candor in counsel- 
ling, the need for the church com- 
munity to be supportive of victims, 
and has some excellent insights into 
the religious dimensions of pastoral 
care, particularly in regard to God’s 
Will and suffering. One crucial point is 
that children who report sexual abuse 
to adults should be believed; indeed 
they should even be told beforehand 
that they will be believed. The book 
concludes with some comments on 
pornography which the author use- 
fully distinguishes from mere sexually 
explicit materials, returning once 
again to the difference between sexual 
violence and sexual activity. 





The book is well worth reading, not 
only for those engaged directly with 
problems of sexual violence, but for 
parents, teachers and pastors gener- 
ally. It strikes this reviewer that there is 
one confusion in the book worth 
comment here. For years rape, incest 
and child abuse were considered to be 
sexual sins. Recently, thanks largely to 
the contribution of women, the violent 
nature of such offenses has been 
stressed. The author notes early in the 
book that we must learn to take 
seriously both the violent nature of 
such acts and their sexual nature. Yet 
in working out her sexual ethic she 
focuses exclusively on free intention 
and equality of power. In doing so she 
is not altogether mistaken, but she 
ignores the fact that she is talking 
about sex and not simply about 
human relationships in general. It is 
not simply the abuse of a power 
relationship, for instance, that makes 
sex an inappropriate activity between 
teacher and student. Also involved is a 
misuse of sex itself, a use of it to 
celebrate what isn’t true. 

Finally a word about overstate- 
ment. I do not know of any place in the 
Christian tradition of thought on 
human sexuality where it was taught 
that men were not responsible for 
controlling their sexual feelings or that 
“sexual activity inside of marriage is 
considered right no matter what the 
circumstances.” (pp. 28-29). Whatever 





shortcomings exist in the Christian 
tradition of sexual teaching, the failure 
to insist upon both male and female 
chastity is not one of them. Fortune’s 
book consistently overstates what may 
reasonably be expected from the 
tradition. But it does point us to the 
importance of a deeper reflection upon 
the problems of sexual abuse and the 
conditions of free consent. In this 
regard the book is a welcome correc- 
tive to an often too-silent tradition. ¢ 


JAMES P. HANIGAN 
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